THE TIMES - www. shraveparttinis corm

LocaL/STATE

TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2001

‘Shreveport native makes his mark on California courts

] Lawyer’s first case out
of school culminated
in $5B settlement.

By J.L. Scott
The Timeas

Legral triumphs over corporate gi-
ants are nothing special in America
today. But when a Shreveport na-
tive straight out of law school is part
of one of the largest pharmaceutical
" legal settlements in history, home-
town people celebrate.

Mark Blane, who is a California

attorney in the firm of Hiden, Rott &
Oertle, the opporiunity to test
his legal skills three months after a
December 19898 graduation from
‘Thomas Jefferson School of Law in
California.

He took part in one of the largest
pharmaceutical court settlements
in U5 history, a national 55 hillion
court case against American Home
Products — maker of the diet drug
Fen-Phen.

With one big case to his credit,
Blane, 30, is getting his sights on
others

As head of the firm's drug litiga-
tion team, he i3 preparing for a case

against Johnson & Johnson Corp.,
maker of Propulsid, an acid reflux
m«:dwal.hmthatallegedhrcaumlm
er problems. He is getting ready for
a separate case m\rnhns the Type

11 diabetes drug Rezu
“He was always a hwd warker,”
said his dad, Homer Blane, 60, of
Shreveport. Mark Blane graduated
from Capiain Shreve High School
and went on to get two degrees
from LSU-Shreveport — one in pey-
clw ;1':(;1 one in criminal justice,
Bla.ne worked his way through
col and law school — while at
he was a wailer al Oulback

Friends 7 &

Steakhouse. During law school, he
worked for the district attorney's of-
fice tranglating Spanish.

Blane was one of two lead attor-
neys from his law firm on the diet
drig case. The other allorney was a
fellow recent graduate, Chad
MoGuire.

“We really became involved in the
case after we graduated because we

learned Chad's aunt developed a
Pﬁﬂllﬂ-&m as a result of !nlung
ahout two years"
B'lan.e said. “The fact that Chad's
aunt was affected by the drug fueled
our passion to provide the best rep-
resentation we could.”
The California class-action law-
suit was settled in December.
Blane continues to work in San
Diego. He is pursuing a master's de-
gree in business at San Dicgo State
University, while juggling 75 new
Fern-Phen cases that came after the
“Ek s Hiden, found of
avid Hiden, founding partner
Hiden, Rott & Oertle, said what

Blane and MecGuire accompl
in the Fen-HEen settlement «
their ages and experience. *
demonstrated phenomenal
tion skills off the bat. Morm:
case of this size wouldn't be ¢
over to an associate. But Mar
Chad both showed litigation
of someone with at least 10 ye
experience.”



